
“We return year after year because of the small class sizes, 
the strong teacher-student relationships throughout the 
school, and the thoughtfully designed curriculum. Summit 
also prioritizes character development such as kindness, 
responsibility to self and others, and intentional inclusion. 
Summit’s supportive community fosters a strong sense of 
confidence and belonging, making the school feel like a 
second home.”  - Rikka Burroughs

118 
PreKindergarten-
8th grade school 

students

Number of 
field trips: 54April Bickford, Principal/Head of School

Larisa Bickel, Director of Business & 
Operations
Kathleen Reinwart, Office Manager
Ken Scheinblum, Accountant
Tonya Trudo, Director of Marketing & 
Communications/Volunteer Coordinator
Rachel Eilers, Kitchen Manager
Chris Maloney, Early Childhood Teacher
Erin Valarezo, Early Childhood Associate
Nikki Norman, Primary Teacher
Jackie Allen, Primary Teacher
Leigha Roggeveen, Intermediate Teacher

Shelby Paradise, Intermediate Teacher
Brendan O’Sullivan, Middle School 
Teacher
Angie Lesky, Middle School Teacher
Sydney Gleason, Middle School Teacher
Jamie Day, Physical Education/Health/
Wellness Teacher
Amber Maas, Art Teacher/Summer  
Camp Director
Jenna Smith, Music Teacher
Sue Menken, Literacy Coach
Abbie Blake, Interventionist
David Goodwin, Custodian

2024-25 Summit Staff

MISSION: Summit Schools empowers each student to exceed their academic, social, and emotional 

goals to ensure a lifetime of success and personal fulfillment.  

VISION: Empowering individuals to succeed in the global community by fostering critical thinking, 

problem solving, and creativity both independently and collaboratively. 

Becky Lindwall (Secretary), 
Shadia Igram, Erick 
Skogman, Camron Devor 
(Treasurer), Theresa 
Fettkether (President), 
Curtis Hames, and Tara 
DeWolf (Vice President). 
Not pictured: Armond 
Dawson and John Saikaly.

Board of Trustees
By The Numbers

10
Number of schools 

represented in 
Summit Summer 

Camps

10:1
Student-teacher 

ratio

2024-2025
Community 

Report

138 Volunteers 23% Students 
receiving  

financial aid

59
Students who receive 

the State of Iowa’s ESA 
(Education Savings 

Account)

$57,276 average 
educator salary

163 Summer  
Camp students

$38,390.63 
Fundraised

Average financial aid 
package: $2,325

Investment: 
$14,350
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Socktober collected 1,786 items, including 
1,535 pairs of socks, 116 winter hats, 106 
light gloves/mittens, and 29 heavy-lined 
gloves for Four Oaks.

Connected to the 
Community

INDIVIDUAL 
DONATIONS:
Haroon & Paly Afridi
Omar Akhtar & Shadia 
Igram
Mark Andersland & 
Mary Susan Pruzinsky
Anonymous
Brandon & Tara DeWolf
Mitchell & Rhonda 
Estling
Shirley Fettkether
David Goodwin
Rebecca Morrison
Arun & Divya Movva

Ev & Terri Petersen
Erick & Padget 
Skogman
Jamey Stroschine & 
Lisa Wiebenga
Colin & Tamara 
Wetlaufer
Jim & Julia Wittnebel

CORPORATE 
DONATIONS:
AirFX Trampoline Park
Applebee’s 
Neighborhood Grill
Blue Grass Enterprises
Box Tops for Education

Casey’s General Store
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Culver’s
Donutland
Dunn Brothers Coffee
The Fun Station
Hy-Vee
ImOn Ice Arena
Level 10 Apparel
Noelridge 
Neighborhood 
Association
Noodles & Company
Panda Express

Panera Bread Company
Raytheon Technology 
Matching Gifts
Tomaso’s Pizza
Zio Johno’s Spaghetti 
House

IN-KIND DONATIONS:
A to Z Help
Jackie Allen
JP & Larisa Bickel
Dylan & April Bickford
Abbie Blake
Breathing Room Yoga
Cedar Rapids Kernels

CR Signs
Jamie Day
Brandon & Tara DeWolf
Rachel Eilers
Sydney Gleason
Hansen’s Dairy
Ryan & Amanda 
Hollenbeck
Angie Lesky
Amber Maas
Chris Maloney
Sue Menken
Nicole Norman
Brendan O’Sullivan

Shelby Paradise
Leigha Roggeveen
John Saikaly
Beverly Shearer
Jenna Smith
Jamey Stroschine & 
Lisa Wiebenga
Erin Valarezo
Elissa Zakrasek

LAURENE LANICH 
MEMORIAL:
Lori Brendes
Coe College
Greg & Paula Day

Steven Flack
Brian & Lisa Havlicek
Hills Bank
Arne & Carrie 
Jagondzinski
Scott & Jan Johnson
Jacob & Tiffany Lanich
John & Dianne Liepa
Michael Long
Renae Masbrunch
Barbara McClintock
Sean & Shannon O’Neill
Ev & Terri Petersen
Ryan & Shelllie Pike

Craig & Julie 
Stephenson
Gary & Judith 
Suchomel
Summit Schools Staff 
& Board 
Robert & Karen Thorpe
Blake & Emy Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Zick

GRANTS:
Allegra FootPRINT 
Fund
The Wellmark 
Foundation

“Our two kids love going to school. 

Seeing them excited to learn every day 

is the best feeling as a parent. We’re 

so grateful to be part of this incredible 

community!”  - Curtis Hames

Thank you to the individuals and businesses who support Summit’s mission! 

Iowa Statewide 
Assessment 
of Student 
Progress (ISASP) 
Achievement at or 
above grade level 
in grades 3-8

English Language Arts (ELA)
85%

Science
84%

Math
79%

FastBridge
FastBridge Assessments is a tool 
for assessing student reading skills 
multiple times during the school year.

% MEETING BENCHMARK: BUILDING
K-6

Fall 
2023/24

74%

Winter 
2023/24

69%

Spring 
2023/24

77%

Fall 
2024/25

75%

Winter 
2024/25

78%

Spring 
2024/25

84%

iReady 
iReady mathematics program helps 
determine the needs of students, 
personalize their learning, and 
monitor progress.

Mid or Above 
Grade Level
70 students

On Grade 
Level

12 students

One Grade 
Level Below
26 students

Two Grade 
Levels Below

6 students

Tuition 78%

Auxiliary Programs 19%

Development 2%

Other 1%

$1,676,493.09

Total 
Revenue

Staff Wages/Benefits 67%

Auxiliary Programs 12%

Supplies & Materials 10%

Admin Expense 7%

Utilities & Maintenance 4%

$1,583,224.25

Total 
Expenses

Summit Support 

The Giving Tree gently-used toy drive 
collected over 300 toys for YPN (Young 
Parents Network).

4th graders raised over $300 for the 
Cedar Valley Humane Society in their 
annual lemonade fundraiser.

Pod 3 students promoted the importance 
of adopting shelter animals in their 
Project-Based Learning Unit. 


