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We are excited to share another outstanding 
year at Summit Schools in this Community 

Report. Our school continues to transform 
lives, not only within our school walls, but in 

the greater Cedar Rapids area as well. In addition 
to our own student body, we have extended our 

tutoring services to over 100 additional students, 
and opened our doors to an additional 200+ students 

for our summer programming. Our educational impact 
in our community is something that we are extremely 

proud of and wish to celebrate! This important work is 
possible because of our excellent faculty and the leadership of 

our Board of Trustees.

I am incredibly proud of the many accomplishments of our students in the classroom and within the 
community.  For over 20 years our students have excelled because of our high expectations, our multi-
sensory approach to teaching and learning, and our attention to the individual needs and gifts of each child. 
Families select Summit Schools for their children because they value personalized education, an educational 
approach that aims to customize learning for each student’s strengths, needs, skills, and interests. 

We are grateful to the many donors who enrich our community, and we thank you for your continued 
generosity and support. Because of you, we are provided with the opportunity to continue in our mission to 
empower each student to exceed their academic, social, and emotional goals to ensure a lifetime of success 
and personal fulfillment. 

Thank you again for working in partnership with Summit Schools. We look forward to many more years of 
educational impact within our growing Cedar Rapids community. 

Dear Friends of 
Summit Schools,

paul g. pressler,
head of schools

with gratitude,



our mission
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Summit Schools empowers each student to exceed their academic, social, and emotional 
goals to ensure a lifetime of success and personal fulfillment.

members of the board

dan clark
vice president

christopher parker
board member

virginia michalicek
board member

terri petersen
board member

 paly afridi
president

chris graw
past president

camron devor
treasurer

jase jensen
board member

matt doty
board member

lynn davy
secretary
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122  
students tutored

12:1
average student/teacher ratio

14

47%
average 
years of 
experience 
per teacher

 
of students 
receive 
financial aid

35

30+

 
average field trips per 
year (5th-8th grade)

 hours that 
students spend 
in “mindfulness 
curriculum”
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iowa assessments
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The Iowa Assessments are 
completed annually by our 
3rd-8th grade students 
and serve as one indicator 
of student progress for 
Summit educators and 
parents. Summit students 
continually exceed the 
proficiency standards as 
set by the state of Iowa.

The results of the Iowa Assessments help teachers understand how students perform in key academic areas. Iowa Assessments 
also identify students’ strengths and areas of potential growth, and monitors student performance over time. 
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the summit difference

philanthropy

community

critical thinking

independence
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We believe that the creation 
of a giving culture cultivates 
empathy. Students work on 
many projects in an attempt to 
give back to their community 
and school. 
Some of Summit’s community 
service projects included: 
Horizons Meals on Wheels 
lunchbox fundraiser, sock 
donations to Waypoint, and 
Noelridge Park Earth Day.p
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y Summit learning extends 
beyond the classroom. We are 
proud of the relationships we 
have built in our community. 
Thank you to Indian Creek 
Nature Center, Linn County 
Farm Bureau Education 
Outreach, Hiawatha Public 
Library, CR Metro YMCA, ISU 
Extension and Outreach, 
Arts Share, Brush and Barrel, 
Cedar Rapids Kernels, Almost 
Famous Popcorn, CR Ice 
Arena, and CR Opera.
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y Challenging our students 
to think outside the box is 
what our teachers do best. 
Summit’s LEGO League Jr.
team was recognized in
the categories of “Inquiring
Minds” and “Master
Programmer” at the  
2018 Expo.
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We strive to instill a lifelong 
love of learning and to 
promote personal interests 
as a necessary component 
of one’s education. Children 
become architects of their 
own learning at Summit.
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mindful

Our Mindfulness practice 
fosters kindness, resilience, 
positivity, and a growth 
mindset. It teaches us that we 
can understand the emotions 
that we feel, be more 
responsive to them (instead 
of reactive), and change our 
brains! 
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financials
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expenses
1.35 million

wages & benefits

long-term debts/liabilities

facilities

auxiliary programs 
(summer camp, tutoring, LEC)

scholarships & financial aid

materials & supplies

technology

prek-8 tuition & fees

scholarships & STO

donations

other income

state funds & grants

auxiliary programs 
(summer camp, tutoring, LEC)

revenue
1.27 million

44%
of school expenses

tuition covers

$2,275
Average financial aid package
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change a life 

$7,300+

Anonymous
Virginia Michalicek

build a mind 

$5,000
-$7,299

Robert Becker & Diane Handler

invest in our assets

$2,500-
$4,999

Haroon & Paly Afridi
Greg & Lisa Hill

Arun & Divya Movva

believe

$500
-$999

Mark Andersland &  
Mary Susan Pruzinsky

Anonymous
Erik & Ashley Balster
Rick & Diane Benhart

Phillip Burgart & Jana Linderman
Chris & Kiley Graw

Marla & Scott Happel
JK & Shannon Olson

Chuck Peters

shape the future

$1,000 - 
$2,499

 JP & Larisa Bickel
Dan & Sharon Clark

Patrick & Sondra Cobb
Norma Hames

Michael & Lisa Hanigan
Imran Hassan & Sajida Ahad

Ed & Harriet Morris
Ev & Terri Petersen
John & Dyan Smith

Jamey Stroschine & Lisa Wiebenga
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summit support
Summit is honored to have loyal and generous alumni, parents, and friends who give 
through their time and resources in a variety of ways. Thank you for your generosity.

Tuition alone does not provide the revenue needed to offer the excellent Summit 
education that is our school’s tradition. Annual giving is the single most important source 
of non-tuition income for our school. Summit appreciates a gift of any size because 
strong voluntary support from parents demonstrates the confidence from those closest 
to the school. Foundations and corporations carefully consider this type of support when 
awarding grants.



9

learn

up to 
$499

Anonymous
Ryan & April Ballantyne

Jack Bickel
Will Bickel

Dan Bryant & Barbara Hames
Chris & Jane Carlson

Bob & Molli Cunningham
Benoit & Lynn Davy

Matt Doty & Dana Larson
Carla Duling

Preston Feuerbach
Shannon & Jennifer

     Feuerbach
Dudley & Wendy Fleck

Bob & Kate Gabel
Todd & Michelle Gale

Betty & Vernon Happel
William & Diana Heinemann

Todd & Kara Heying
Paul & Cindy Hills

Dennis & Jacqueline 
      Holloway

Scott & Marcia Hughes
Jase Jensen

Truman & Catharine Johnson
Ekta & Dheeraj Julka
Joseph & Sarah Kane

Thomas & Sherrie Kopecky
Jeffrey & Mary Krivit

Stephen & Laurene Lanich
Grant & Ashley Luebe

Barbara & Patrick McClintock
Tim & Jenny McGrane

Cassie Mitvalsky
Connie Mitvalsky

Heather & Jared Morris
Brad & Angie Neuville

Jamie & Susan Newton
Hetal & Amish Patel

Chad & Sandy Pereboom
Lani & Eddie Pettus

Barry Priest & Rebecca 
     Morrison

Tom & Kathleen Reinwart
Jillian Reynolds

Mitchel & Sarah Riley
Greg Seyfer

Chris & Nikki Skogman
Willie & Cathy Sneller

William & Patricia Sorsby
Ray Terpstra

Craig & Emily Tobin
Brent & Tonya Trudo
Jerry & Ruthie Trudo

Sara & Bret Walker
Colin & Tamara Wetalufer
Roger & Mary Wetalufer

James Jr. & Julia Wittnebel
James Sr. & Sarah Wittnebel

Susan Wolverton
Eric & Sara Zichterman

corporate gifts     Amazon Smile
Balster Pediatric Dentistry

Barnes & Noble
Box Tops for Education

City Laundering Co.
Cedar Rapids Bank & Trust

CR Signs
Fleck Sales

GreatAmerica Financial Services
Hansen’s Dairy

Hills Bank & Trust
Hy-Vee Cash 4 Kids

Lifetouch National School Studios
Scholastic

endowments  
Thayer Summit Teacher & Staff  

Endowment Fund 

matching gifts     Rockwell Collins Aerospace
US Bank 

grants  
US Bank 

Allegra FootPRINT Fund
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Summit’s tutoring program is open to all children in the 
Cedar Rapids metro area. Each student has an individualized 
tutoring plan where the student sets his/her goals, schedule 
and setting (individual or group tutoring). Summit features 
tutors who are trained in the Orton-Gillingham reading 
method. Currently, Summit offers tutoring in reading, 
Orton-Gillingham, spelling, writing, basic math, algebra, 
geometry, homework help, study skills, music, and Spanish.

Tutoring schedules are separated into two programs: 
academic year, which runs from September-May, and 
summer, which run eight weeks throughout June and July. 

If you are interested in tutoring, email Tutor Manager, 
Christina Anderson at  

christina.anderson@summitschools.org 

*Some Saturday morning sessions may be available.

Summit Schools is committed to preparing our students to work in an evolving, information-centered 
global community of the 21st century.

did you know?
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Thank you to our recent retirees for your contributions to the Summit community. 
We wish you the best in your retirement!

laureen lanich
Laurene served as Summit’s 
Administrator, overseeing the 
school’s teachers and curriculum, 
and spearheading the school’s 
strategic planning process. Laurene 
retired in June 2019 after 2 years 
with the school.

jane carlson
Long-time Summit accountant, Jane 
Carlson, retired in March 2019. Jane 
kept Summit on track financially for 
7 years, and trained her successor, 
Catharine Johnson, for a few 
months before her departure.

pat akers
Pat has been with Summit since its 
inception in 1998, having taught 
previously at McLeod Academy and 
Linn Academy. She continues to 
tutor local students at Summit.

thank you!



education, 
reimagined.
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